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with the inexorability of a law of Nature, its own negation5, did
not prevent him from doing all in his power to hasten the
process. The strict doctrine of determinism does not admit of
any call to action. For if individuals can change the course of
nature then some part of what happens cannot have been
inevitable. The violence of Marx's language against the
capitalist is incongruous when considered alongside his ap-
parent belief that the capitalist is the blind tool of natural law.
In fact the real Marx was not a true determinist. The extrava-
gantly violent abuse of the capitalist was a part of the stock-
in-trade of the preacher of class warfare, of the enthusiast who
fervently believed that the oppressed masses must be stirred
up to class consciousness if the revolution, which alone could
save them, was to be accomplished. The determinism, the
belief in the inevitability of that revolution, was the outcome
of enthusiasm for the cause, just as all other preachers are
apt to believe that great is their own particular truth and that
it must prevail.

Criticism of the general theory

We are rather more concerned here with Marx's economics
than with his politics. The labour theory of value has been
dealt with. The remainder of his theories have as their funda-
mental basis the subsistence theory of wages. Throughout the
whole of the reasoning on the question of capital accumulation
and the law of concentration he assumes that the labourer
receives merely the minimum necessary to maintain the labour
force, or, to put it in the language of the economists, the wage
determined by the standard of living of the worker. And while
throughout the whole of his argument regarding crises, surplus
labour, and the change in the composition of capital, Marx
assumes a continuous improvement in the efficiency of labour,
he never makes wages in any degree dependent upon the
efficiency of labour.

Now if we accept the two cardinal doctrines that wages
depend solely upon the workers* standard of living and that the
workers' efficiency is continually increasing, we shall arrive at